University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

12-14-1988

Honduran President Under Attack From Several
Quarters, Including Faction Of Ruling Party
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Honduran President Under Attack From Several Quarters, Including Faction Of Ruling Party." (1988).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/2608

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 073860
ISSN: 1089-1560

Honduran President Under Attack From Several Quarters,
Including Faction Of Ruling Party
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, December 14, 1988
In the last week of November, Honduran Radio America reported on a movement within the
ruling Liberal Party to remove President Jose Azcona Hoyo from office. Shortly thereafter, the
armed forces announced they were above the party conflict, and had applied no pressure on
the president. Earlier, Azcona Hoyo said that under no circumstances would he resign "until
the people elect another leader" in November 1989. Selection of presidential candidates by the
Liberal and National parties formally began this month. The Honduran government has been beset
with economic, political and social problems at several levels. Senior military officers have been
linked with drug trafficking. One embarrassing example of such involvement was the arrest in the
US of Col. Rigoberto Regalado, brother of Honduras's armed forces chief. Honduran journalists
and opposition politicians denounce the corruption of the nation's judiciary, thereby forestalling
attempts to investigate drug trafficking cases, and to prosecute military officers. In April this year,
violent demonstrations broke out in Tegucigalpa, resulting in damages to the US embassy. The
protests were triggered by the extradition of a Honduran citizen accused of drug trafficking. Azcona
Hoyo's vice president resigned this year, result of disagreements with the administration's foreign
policy. In recent months the already precarious relations between Nicaragua and Honduras took
a nosedive. Managua has repeatedly objected to what it describes as the placement of US troops
close to the countries' shared border. According to human rights groups, rights violations escalated
in 1988. Despite claims to the contrary by the government, the infamous Batallion 316 an army
intelligence unit charged with torture, assassinations and other abuses has apparently not been
disbanded. A death squad, known as the "Triple A," has reappeared. In 1988, Honduras became
the first government convicted of disappearances by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.
Members of the political opposition have also denounced Azcona Hoyo's economic policies. The
president, they say, has presided over the country's worst economic crisis in the past 50 years.
Half the population suffers from serious malnutrition, and another 25% have difficulties meeting
minimum nutritional needs. In the past three years, the country's foreign debt increased by $400
million, to a total of $3 billion. Economic prospects are not promising. Critics say an "export-led"
development program directed by the US Agency for International Development (AID) has been a
colossal failure. Opposition party politicians have stated that the country's "economic engine" is not
exports, but rather foreign credit and donations. Government agencies, they assert, have become
wholly dependent on foreign loans. In 1989, Honduras will receive $100 million from the World
Bank, and a similar amount from the IMF. USAID has promised to provide another $75 million.
In order to receive the aid, the government has made economic policy commitments, including
currency devaluation. In late October, 60,000 public employees went on strike, and strike activities
were resumed by workers in banana plantations. On Nov. 18, a bomb exploded at the Liberal Party
headquarters in San Pedro Sula. Next, after several years of "silence," the guerrilla movement in
Honduras has reappeared. (Basic data from 12/08/88 report by Regional Coordination for Economic
and Social Research of Central America and the Caribbean-CRIES, Managua)
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